American Council of the Blind of Nebraska

Minutes of the meeting held on June 23, 2007, in Hastings

The meeting was convened at 10:30 AM with the following persons present: Jim Jirak, President; Shirley Allen, Recording Secretary; Howard Compton, Treasurer; Janice Shafer, Corresponding Secretary; Bill Orester, acting Lincoln Representative; Don Pohlmann, Hastings Representative; Janis Compton, Omaha Representative:; Richard Smart; Hastings President; Mark Bulger; Sherry Manthe; Steven Speicher; Howard Simon; James Faimon; and Larry Baumgartner. 

The first item on the agenda was Announcements: the ACB National Convention will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota in July: NAB Convention will be held in Nebraska City in August: the ACBN Representative to NCBVI currently is Bill Orester, but, his term of office will end in December, applications for this position are due in December , and the next Commission meeting will be on August 9, 2007, in Norfolk: Richard Smart announced that lunch would be at 11:30, provided by the Hastings Chapter. 

The second and third items were the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and the Treasurer’s report. The minutes were accepted as read. The Treasurer, Howard Compton, gave a very detailed report on the Council’s financial affairs and it was accepted as given. The Form 990 for 2006 has not been filed due to missing financial documentation. Bill Orester reported that Mary Sue Orester has requested copies of the missing bank statements and their contents many times but the bank was not very forthcoming. She had received a CD containing the information but not hard copies. Howard Compton moved to file the form 990 without Lincoln’s information. Jim Faimon said that he would go to Pinnacle Bank on Monday or Tuesday to request the information in person and inform the bank that if the information was not forthcoming, a complaint will be filed with the state banking commission and the IRS. It was moved, seconded and passed to do so by the Lincoln Chapter members and that the accounts with Pinnacle Bank will be closed. Howard Compton will e-mail Bill Orester with a list of the information needed from the bank.

Since the Form 990 needs to be published in one form or another for public information, Bill Orester moved to publish the forms on our website with copies supplied on request for a $20 fee. Janice Shafer seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Lunch was served at 11:37 AM by the Hastings Chapter. 

The meeting reconvened at 12:30 PM. A summary of the 2005 Form 990 was given. It was moved, seconded and passed to file a request for the dismissal and return of IRS penalties. The three Lincoln members who are attorneys (Bill Orester, Steven Speicher and Jim Faimon) will meet to handle this problem.

The fourth item on the agenda was Committee Reports: 

Corresponding Secretary’s report, Thank you’s have been sent to our convention speakers and the New World Inn and a greeting card was sent to Jim Faimon on his retirement. 

Membership Committee; Mark Bulger was appointed chairman. A lively discussion ensued as to the reasons for ACB membership. It was noted that 20% of our members live in a rural area and transportation issues were raised and how to contact prospective members.

Convention Committee: Janis Compton will chair the 2008 Convention Committee since she did such a good job on the 2007 convention.

Constitution Committee: Howard Compton proposed a new section to the by-laws. He moved to insert a new Section 3, to whit: Members-at-large: Any person who has reached the age of 18 years and who is not a certified member of a chapter of the American Council of the Blind of Nebraska may apply for membership-at-large. Such applications shall be made to the Treasurer using the approved application form and shall be accompanied by the first year’s dues of ten dollars ($10.00) per member. A majority of the members-at-large must be visually impaired or blind, change the current Section 3 to Section 4 and retain the current wording.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously to present this addition at the next convention. 

Budget Committee: no report was given. 

Fund Raising Committee: A discussion was held as to various ways to do this. No consensus was reached. 

Transportation Project Committee: Don and Vivian Pohlmann are transcribing past minutes and past history and may come up with the exact wording of the original grant. Steve Speicher will investigate the legalities involved in changing the goals of the project due to changing environments.

The last item on the agenda was new business: Various organization meetings concerning visually impaired and blind persons were announced. It was moved, seconded and passed to send a representative to the College Workshop to be held on August 7, 2007, in Lincoln. 

The Greater Omaha Chapter informed the Council that they are starting proceedings to incorporate the Omaha chapter and permission was requested to move the Omaha funds to the new corporation. Don Pohlmann moved to approve the request and it was seconded and passed. 

The Hastings Chapter reported a shortage of members due to members moving or the death of members. After January 1, 2008, the members of the Hastings chapter will be members-at-large since there are not enough members to constitute a chapter. The Hastings chapter asks permission to disband. Bill Orester moved to give permission for them to disband and dispose of their funds as they see fit as of December 31. 2007, it was seconded by Don Pohlmann and passed unanimously. Funds will be set aside for reactivation of the chapter. 

Charlotte Smart, on behalf of the Council, thanked Howard Compton for the tremendous job he has done on organizing the financial affairs of the organization.

The next meeting will be held on October20, 2007, in Omaha. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 PM. 

Respectfully submitted

Shirley C. Allen,

Recording Secretary

