American Council of the Blind of Nebraska

Board Meeting Held at 

4420 Dewey Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska

October 18, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:45 PM by President Jim Jirak.  Five other board members were present: Vice President, Glendora “Glennie” Weiland; Treasurer, Howard Compton; Corresponding Secretary, Janice Shafer; Lincoln Chapter Representative, Terry Brennfoerder;  Omaha Chapter Representative, Janis Compton.  Also present was the Membership Committee Chair, Mark Bulger.  Recording Secretary, Shirley C. Allen, was absent.

Jim Jirak made three announcements.  The first was to announce the upcoming NCBVI Board Meeting, which will be on November 22, 2008 in Lincoln, at 9:00 AM at the Carveth Building.  Carol Jenkins is a provisional Commissioner, replacing Wes Majerus.  The second announcement was regarding a change in dues collection for 2009.  ACB National has suggested that we begin requesting dues and updated information from members in November in an attempt to reduce the numbers of last-minute additions.  Dues and changes in information are still due to the State Treasurer by February 25 and to ACB-National by March 15.  Howard Compton Made the motion that written notification will be sent to all members by the first week in November.  The motion was seconded by Janice Shafer.  The motion passed.   The third announcement regarded a traveling exhibit called “Dialog in the Dark”, presently at Union Station in Kansas City.

Minutes from the previous board meeting were accepted as read, with two corrections.  The first was to include Janice Shafer in attendance at the last board meeting and the second was that the Lincoln garage sale netted $230.00, not $250.00.

Howard Compton read the treasurer’s report.  In summary, to date:

General Fund:

      $5,308.00

Transportation Account:   $19,917.35

Betty Hoffman Account:       ($800.00) (held in the general account)

Emma Hunt Memorial Fund:   $40,147.25

Passbook Savings:              $6,871.86

ACBN Certificate of Deposit:    $5,000.00

Prepaid Windstream

   $62.35

Total Assets to date:
      $77,306.81

The motion was made by Terry Brennfoerder to accept the Treasurer’s report as read and seconded by Janice Shafer.  The motion passed.  As an aside, the Treasurer reported that we are well under our allocated budget for 2008.

Janice Shafer reported that a get well card was sent to Richard Smart and Terry had sent Braille cards to both Nancy Oltman, on the loss of her brother, and to Teresa Gregg following her daughter's car accident.

Mark Bulger reported that he has updated fliers as needed and that they are available on request.  ACB National Membership conference calls are open to all interested parties.  One strategy that has been successful is to target and promote special interests at state conventions. Some other suggestions for increasing and retaining membership might include personal interaction such as cards, phone calls or special meeting topics.  Terry Brennfoerder suggested a tour of the Governor’s Mansion.

Janis Compton reported that the Convention committee recently held its first teleconference and that plans are progressing.  The theme for the 2009 Convention will be “On the Go”.

There was no Constitution and By-Laws report.

In Old Business, there were three topics.  The first concerned the IRS update.  Howard Compton reported that the 2007 Form 990 has been filed with the IRS, excluding Lincoln Chapter data, and further direction from the IRS in this matter is expected around November 1, 2008.  The second topic concerned the Transportation Project.  A proposal was drafted by Glennie Weiland and Howard Compton, but was voted down by the Transportation Committee during the 2008 ACBN state convention.  The Board would like to see some forward movement from the Committee Chair, Stephen Speicher, by the January 2009 ACBN Board meeting.  Jim Jirak is to gain Steve's continued interest in chairing the committee with a report by the January board meeting.  The third topic concerned bonding of the Treasurer.  Since any person who is a signer on any account under ACBN’s EIN would need to be bonded, this would prove to be far too expensive for ACBN to bear.  Discussion followed to consider an internal audit as an alternative.

In New Business, the first topic concerned the IRS Resolution, drafted by Jim Jirak and provided to Board members prior to this 

Board meeting.  The resolution, in short, identified the Board’s position that, in the absence of financial records from Lincoln’s immediate past Treasurer, Mary Susan Orester, ACBN will proceed with filing the 2007 IRS Form 990 and will await further instructions from the IRS.  Howard Compton made the motion that the resolution be adopted and that a roll call vote be conducted and recorded within the document.  Janice Shafer seconded the motion and a roll call vote preceded, with the Resolution being adopted by a vote of 6 to 0, with Recording Secretary, Shirley C. Allen being absent.  The second topic concerned whether ACBN should continue to pay for Board members’ meals while attending Board meetings.  After discussion of implications for and against, Janis Compton made the motion that effective January 1, 2009, ACBN cease paying for Board members’ meals while attending Board meetings.  The motion passed 4 to 2. 

Jim Jirak announced that the next ACBN Board meeting will be on January 17, 2009 in Lincoln, at Noon.

Howard Compton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Janice Shafer.  The meeting concluded at 6:10 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted in Shirley C. Allen’s Absence,

Janis Compton, 

Omaha Chapter Representative

