                                                           American Council of the Blind of Nebraska
                                                            January 21, 2012     10:30 am
                                                            Lincoln, Nebraska
 

   Those attending today's meeting was as follows:
       Jim Jirak---President, Glendora Wieland---Vice-President, Howard Compton---State Treasure, Janice Schafer---corresponding Secretary, Terry Brennfoerder---Lincoln President, Sharon Brennfoerder---Lincoln Treasurer, Janet Doulas---Lincoln Secretary, Ann Pelikan---Recording Secretary for State, Don Pohlmann---Vice-President of Lincoln Chapter, Janette Hancock--of Omaha, Kenda Slavin --Omaha, Janis Compton-- Paul Stebbins, Barb Epworth, Mark Bulger--Membership Chair, and Sherryl Rissi-- All of Omaha. A total of seventeen (17)
Ann read the minutes from October 15, 2011. Howard made a motion to except min. as read 2nd by Glendora all in favor motion carried. Howard gave treasure's report, Ann made motion to except report as read Sherryl 2nd all in favor motion carried.
Next Commissioner's meeting will be February 4, 2012. They will be meeting in Omaha at 13th and Farnam in rooms 225-227 at 9:00 am.
On February 9, we will have the Senators Luncheon. The price for this will be $18.00 per plate. Please call Jim to set this up if you are planning on going in the next few days.
The ACB National Convention will be Held in Louisville Kentucky July 6th - 14th at the Gault House. Call for your reservations soon to assure yourself a room. Room rates are $85.00 per night. If you are going and want to go with Jim on the van Please call him. He has a driver and van on stand by. However he will be leaving on the 5th. 
Jim has sent a few e-mails to the post office local and the Post Office General concerning the Free Matter usage. Can we or can we not use free Matter to send out our registration forms? That is the question. Until we hear something back from someone we will carry on as usual.
Mark started the committee reports out.  He informed us that we have 71 members and a few members at large. We need to grow our membership and to do so we need to spend monies.
Ann reported on the 2012 state conference being held in Fremont Nebraska on April 20, 21, 22. We are going to have a talent show Friday night (20). If you are interested in participating in this please let Ann know no later then March 30th. An entry fee of $5.00 will be charged. A grand prize of $50.00 will be given to the winners and a $25.00 for runner up. So everyone bring your talent and join us. Also we will be using an auctioneer. Looking for one at this time. Our own, Donald Duck has requested and we will respect his wishes. We will be having a live band for Sat. evening starting around 9:30 pm following the auction. Have some good informative and motivating speakers. The Theme for this year will be "Dealing with Crabs." Thank you Julie for allowing me to use this. The registration cost this year will be $40.00 and $20 for children under 16 yrs. of age. A fee of $50.00 will be charged if you send it in after the 30th of March. (NO EXCEPTION)!  Children will stay the same. As last year we are giving a break for those members only who are attending the State conference for the first time. Just let us know. Hope to see all of you there. Remember that we will be voting for President, Treasure, and Corresponding Secretary. Be thinking of who you would like on the board to represent you.
Howard gave the Actual Revenue Report for 2011 they are as follows
Membership dues ----$333.00
Fund raising---$_____
Contributions/Gifts---$939.28
Conventions/meetings---$ 2,503.00
Interest/dividends---$ 2.13
Room Raffle---$120.00
Total Revenue---$3,897.41.
Total transfers from other accounts---$5,207.13
Total revenue into the general fund---$9,104.54.----------
Actual Disbursements for 2011---
Grants/other organizations---$3,251.06
Advertising---$768.07---
General office supplies---$1,733.41
PHONE---$305.04
Postage-----$214.06
P O BOX/equipment RENTAL $70.00
Bank FEES---$35.00
Information Technology ---$12.00
TRAVEL---$2,012.84
Conventions/MEETINGS----$3,109.97
Dues to National& OCB----$298.00
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE esp.---$330.00
TOTAL EXPENSES----$12,139.45  
Recap of assets for 2011   General Fund----$1,844.69
Emma Hunter Memorial Fund---$32,134.16
Transportation ---$____
Passbook---$12,331.23
Total Assets on hand----$ 46,310.08
Note: The small CD was transferred to the passbook savings account up on maturity on February 10, 2011.
Estimated Budget for 2012
Membership Dues---$400.00
Fund raising---$500.00
Contributions/gifts---$1,000.00
Conventions/meetings---$2,500.00
Interest/dividends--$500.00
Room raffle---$100.00
White elephant---$500.00
Misc Revenue---$175.00
Total---$5,675.00
Disbursement for 2012.
Grants/organizations---$600.00
Advertising---$775.00
General office---$1,750.00
Phone---$325.00
Postal/shipping---$250.00
Equipment rental---$70.00
Bank Fees---$35.00
Information/Technology--$125.00
Travel---$2,000.00
Conventions/meetings---$3,200.00
Dues National/Chapter---$300.00
Membership---$330.00
Total-----$9,760.00
Janice gave her report appropriate letters and cards sent to the appropriate people at the appropriate time. Good job Janice.
Ann gave a report on the walk-A-Thon. Need a permit and having trouble getting a date... Most are booked for up to two years but Terry is checking in Lincoln for earlier dates and Kenda is checking some places in Omaha. Ann is checking with the police depts. for their inputs. Later on this as things pull together.
The status of the letter to the Attorney General is nothing. We have heard nothing as of yet from him.
The NCBVI's Living the Full Life in Kearney for 2012 is May 15, 16, and 17th. The money request from Bob Deaton was voted down.
Concerning the Student we will look at this later.
Howard made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Ann, Glenn and Sherryl. All in favor meeting adjourned at 3:35pm
A short executive council meeting was called by Jim.  The meeting lasted about ten min.
     Submitted by: 
   Ann Lynch/Pelikan Recording Secretary
