American Council of the Blind of Nebraska
Annual Convention Minutes - April 26, 2014

Regency Lodge, 909 S 107, Omaha NE

President Paulette Monthei convened the business meeting of the annual convention of the American Council of the Blind of Nebraska at approximately 2:48pm.

Following the approval of the 2013 convention minutes, Vice-President, Glendora Weiland, reported the recommendation of officers.  She reported that Jim Jirak was being recommended for president.  The name of Chris Brennfoerder was also placed in nomination from the floor.  Following the vote, Jim Jirak was elected president with 9 votes while Chris Brennfoerder received 6.  With the election of Jim Jirak as secretary, the name of Mark Bulger was placed for consideration by the nominating committee.  Mark was elected by acclamation to fill the unexpired term.  This position will be up for consideration in 2015.  The name of Dale Oviatt was placed for consideration by the nominating committee for the position of treasurer.  Dale was elected by acclimation.  Sharon Brennfoerder was recommended by the nominating committee for the position of corresponding secretary and elected by acclamation.
After reporting on the status of form 990 and advising it would be mailed following the close of the convention, Phil reported on organizational finances as shown below.
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2013 Estimated 

Revenue Budget

2013 Actual 

Revenue Budget

2014 Estimated 

Revenue Budget

Codes Explanation

101B Mbrshp Due $400.00 449.00 $              $440.00

101C Fund Raising $500.00 60.00 $                $250.00

101F Contrib/gifts $1,100.00 235.00 $              $1,000.00

102A Conv/Meetings $2,500.00 2,347.70 $          $2,400.00

103 Interest / Div. $360.00 164.69 $              $360.00

108A Room Raffel $100.00 45.00 $                $0.00

Auction $750.00 511.00 $              $500.00

Misc Revenue $550.00

Senators Lunch

Total Revenue $5,710.00 $3,812.39 $5,500.00

2013 Estimated 

Disbursement 

Budget

2013 Actual 

Disbursement 

Budget

2013 Estimated 

Disbursement 

Budget

Code Explanation

501Grants/Org $100.00 100.00 $              $200.00

512Advertising $200.00 200.00 $              $200.00

513A Gen Office $50.00 90.27 $                $100.00

513B Phone $110.00 108.10 $              $110.00

513C Post/Ship $100.00 - $                    $50.00

513D Equip. Rental $85.00 88.00 $                $90.00

513E Bank Fees $35.00 69.75 $                $35.00

514Inf. Tech $0.00 - $                    $0.00

517Travel $300.00 99.75 $                $200.00

519Conv/Meet $3,000.00 2,609.43 $          $3,000.00

521Dues Nat/Chptr $300.00 180.00 $              $220.00

524A Insurance $1,425.00 1,150.00 $          $1,200.00

524B Senators Lunch $0.00 - $                    $0.00

524C Misc Expense $0.00 30.00 $                $30.00

Total Disbursements $5,705.00 $4,725.30 $5,435.00

Difference $5.00 -$912.91 $65.00

 

 His report was accepted as presented.

Corresponding Secretary Mark Bulger reported that all of the appropriate cards were sent at the appropriate time to the appropriate people.

Paulette reported a state-wide membership of 40 and that dues for the organization were submitted in a timely fashion.  She also noted that, due to weather related issues on the east coast, there was difficulty in receiving the initial dues payment, but payment was eventually received and no late penalty is anticipated by our national credential's committee.

Mark reported on the passing of Arthur Case, Bill Orester and Orval Dasher in the past year.  A moment of silence was observed.

Paulette next gathered feedback and consensus on thoughts for the 2015 state convention.  Most members found the hotel staff to be helpful and also found the layout to be simplistic.  A bid will be secured for potential dates of April 17, 18 & 19 along with other potential bids from perhaps Lincoln, Fremont and Columbus.  Paulette also reported that 40 individuals were registered as of the opening session of convention.
Mark reported there were no pending legislative matters before the Unicameral that mandated the attention of ACBN.

Paulette reminded the membership updated brochures were available.  She also reported that fund raising letters were generated to Lions clubs state-wide, but nothing in the affirmative had yet been received.  The new-look acb.org/nebraska had been launched, but not updated as frequently as hoped.
Following both Lincoln & Omaha chapter reports for the previous year, Jim reported on the next commission meeting upcoming in Kearney on May 3.  As there is no focus topic, the three main agenda items include the 2015 state plan, the approval of an executive director job description and the annual performance review of the executive director, this year being done in executive session.
The annual business meeting of the state convention of the American Council of the Blind of Nebraska was adjourned at 3:59pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Jirak

Secretary
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								2012 Estimated Revenue Budget		2012 Actual Revenue Budget		2013 Estimated Revenue Budget		2013 Actual Revenue Budget		2014 Estimated Revenue Budget



				Codes		Explanation		Amount



				101B		Mbrshp Due		$   400.00		$   445.00		$400.00		$   449.00		$440.00

				101C		Fund Raising		$   500.00		$   48.00		$500.00		$   60.00		$250.00

				101F		Contrib/gifts		$   1,000.00		$   1,496.00		$1,100.00		$   235.00		$1,000.00

				102A		Conv/Meetings		$   2,500.00		$   2,230.00		$2,500.00		$   2,347.70		$2,400.00

				103		Interest / Div.		$   500.00		$   172.76		$360.00		$   164.69		$360.00

				108A		Room Raffel		$   100.00		$   120.00		$100.00		$   45.00		$0.00

						Auction		$   500.00		$   863.00		$750.00		$   511.00		$500.00

						Misc Revenue		$   175.00		$   - 0						$550.00

						Senators Lunch		$   - 0		$   285.00



				Total Revenue				$   5,675.00		$   5,659.76		$5,710.00		$3,812.39		$5,500.00





								2012 Estimated Disbursement Budget		2012 Actual Disbursement Budget		2013 Estimated Disbursement Budget		2013 Actual Disbursement Budget		2013 Estimated Disbursement Budget

				Code		Explanation		Amount



				501		Grants/Org		$   600.00		$   - 0		$100.00		$   100.00		$200.00

				512		Advertising		$   775.00		$   340.96		$200.00		$   200.00		$200.00

				513A		Gen Office		$   1,750.00		$   152.91		$50.00		$   90.27		$100.00

				513B		Phone		$   325.00		$   316.88		$110.00		$   108.10		$110.00

				513C		Post/Ship		$   250.00		$   83.75		$100.00		$   - 0		$50.00

				513D		Equip. Rental		$   70.00		$   86.00		$85.00		$   88.00		$90.00

				513E		Bank Fees		$   35.00		$   35.00		$35.00		$   69.75		$35.00

				514		Inf. Tech		$   125.00		$   12.00		$0.00		$   - 0		$0.00

				517		Travel		$   2,000.00		$   757.00		$300.00		$   99.75		$200.00

				519		Conv/Meet		$   3,200.00		$   3,030.30		$3,000.00		$   2,609.43		$3,000.00

				521		Dues Nat/Chptr		$   300.00		$   270.00		$300.00		$   180.00		$220.00

				524A		Insurance		$   330.00		$   1,400.00		$1,425.00		$   1,150.00		$1,200.00

				524B		Senators Lunch		$   - 0		$   513.82		$0.00		$   - 0		$0.00

				524C		Misc Expense		$   - 0		$   52.21		$0.00		$   30.00		$30.00



				Total Disbursements				$   9,760.00		$   7,050.83		$5,705.00		$4,725.30		$5,435.00



				Difference								$5.00		-$912.91		$65.00
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