


ACBN Executive Council Meeting Minutes
June 28, 2016
Village Inn, 78th & Dodge St – Omaha NE
 
President Mark Bulger called the meeting to order at 6:11pm.  Officers present were Mark, Chris, Jim, Dale, Barb & Kathy.  Mary and Becky were also in attendance as guests.

Reading of January, 2016 ACBN State Board Meeting Minutes: Becky read the minutes.  As there were no additions or corrections, they were unanimously approved.

Treasurer's Report: Dale reported the following: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Savings account: $100.25, checking account $1,516.70, Midwest Leadership account: $7,960.54.  Dale reported that our bond fund, as of June 27, had a balance of $42,565.69.  We have a total of 3,894.391 shares at a price of $10.93 per share.  This report was approved.

2016 ACBN State Convention Overview: Mark recapped the programming at the recently concluded state convention and suggested the program topics were diverse, informative and engaging. 

2016 National ACBN Convention: The national convention is in Minneapolis, MN from July 1 to 9.  Mark, Jim and Kathy are attending.  Mark encouraged folks to consider Reno, NV in 2017.

Midwest Leadership Conference: Jim reported that, due to issues with the Young Professionals’ Seminar, the committee met and, after lengthy discussion of the pros and cons, decided to postpone the leadership training until August of 2017.  The new dates are August 4-6.  The conference is still in Omaha at the Regency Lodge.  No cancel penalties were applied and the $300 deposit paid in October of 2015 was transferred to the new dates.  Jim will notify those that have contributed financially to the conference of the new dates and the reason for the postponement.

NCBVI Quarterly Commissioners' Meeting: Mark reported the next meeting was July 23 in North Platte at 9am with the focus topic being technology.

ACBN Web Site & Social Media Presence: Jim reported the website is lacking accessibility features.  Recognizing we have a retired web developer maintaining the site at no cost, Jim is still looking for someone who understands section 508 compliance and web accessibility to maintain the site for next to nothing.  Mark also suggested we need a social media presence to attract younger members.  Chris will maintain a Facebook page for ACBN.

Debit Cards & ACBN State Cell Phone: Mark stated that he didn’t want to go down the same path as Paulette by not valuing the efforts and abilities of other members who have contributed in the past and who are willing to still do so.  Jim reported that his ACBN state debit card expires in September.  Dale suggested notifying the bank that Mark is president and turning the card over to Mark.  Jim said that the card was in the name of Amer Cncl o/t Bl Ne/James R Jirak.  Mark stated he didn’t necessarily want to have the responsibility of carrying another card and that he was fine with Jim maintaining possession of the card.  When the new card arrives in the PO Box, it was unanimous consent to have Dale provide Jim his new card.  Jim, Dale and Mark will visit the bank to add Mark to the signature cards.  Jim will still maintain possession of the ACB phone and add funds when necessary.

Future of ACBN: Mark reported we need to have a plan to grow membership, a plan for justifying fund raising and a reason to continue in existence.  All ideas are welcome.

2017 ACBN State Convention: Chris reported his preference from the submitted Lincoln bids was the Holiday Inn.  Discussion then took place concerning if the conference were held in Lincoln would commission clients and staff stay following the conclusion of the banquet.  Mark asked whether other cities would be a better alternative.  Jim will contact York and Columbus.  We will review and compare bids in July via conference call.

Chapter Reports: Chris reported that membership is still a struggle and nobody wishes to show for meetings or get involved.  An outing was planned at a local Lincoln restaurant and only one member showed that was not family.  Lincoln also had a garage sale netting $12.  Barb reported that Omaha met in May and cancelled their garage sale due to lack of items to sell.  In June their picnic was held.  Meetings will reconvene in September.

Additional Business: Chris asked whether he had the authority to switch banks.  Sighting better customer service, he indicated he wanted to move from Pinnacle to US Bank.  Dale suggested that since ACBN’s financial institution was Great Western, it made sense for Lincoln to do likewise.  However, Dale said that if US Bank afforded a better opportunity, following membership approval, the funds should be moved accordingly.  Jim reported that he and Mark were visiting the WAGES clients July 12 at 7pm in Lincoln.
 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 8:09pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Jirak
Secretary



