
American Council of the Blind of Nebraska

Executive Council Meeting Minutes
October 10, 2023 8:00 pm

Call to order and attendance: President Kristal Platt turned the meeting over to Tyler to run as she was not feeling well. The meeting began at approx. 8:05p.m. Present was Kristal, Tyler, Jim, Becky, Barb & Chris.
Prior to starting the meeting, Jim was given the floor to discuss an email sent about stepping back from the board and responsibilities. He explained he has no problem continuing in his current roles.
Secretary’s Report: Becky moved the approval of the September 12 minutes and Chris seconded. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Checking $2,950.33; Dale mailed Annette’s check $225. Bond fund as of 10-9 $28,851.53 or 4,29.543 shares at $7.16 per share. Dale explained that he thought about moving the funds to a different account type but believed it wasn’t worth losing approx. $12,000. Kristal moved to add no more funds to the bond account and Becky seconded. Motion passed. Dale reported we received an MMS payment for the 1st and 2nd quarter of $150. Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk funds have not yet been received. ACBN received a mailing from Domain Listings wanting $288 to list our website in their publication. As ACBN has never done business with this entity, unanimous consent was to disregard the mailing. Dale’s report was approved as given.

President’s Report

Nomination letter for NCBVI Board is ready: Kristal will submit a letter of recommendation for Patty to replace Mark on the Board. She also sent the letter to Carlos for his perusal. Tyler suggested having Patty attend a future board meeting to introduce herself. Kristal indicated Patty applied for a the position online as required.

ACBN Grant Writing: Lisa Johnson is available to write grants for ACBN. Mo parameters have not yet been set. Kristal suggested that we, as of January 1 when her membership on the books ends, pursue Lisa at that point.

Dale proposed petitioning the Nebraska Secretary of State to have Nebraska Council of the Blind be our DBA but also keep American Council of the Blind of Nebraska as our legal name. Jim expressed concern about having to be rechartered by ACB. Dale moved to petition the Secretary of State to have Nebraska Council of the Blind as our DBA while keeping American Council of the Blind as our official name and Tyler seconded the motion. Kristal believed the issue to be a constitutional issue and offered to speak with Lisa to gage whether this would help in fund raising. She also believes the membership should decide on the name change. Becky asked the rationale behind the suggested motion. Following discussion, Jim made a motion to table until no later than the December board meeting in order to further research the matter and Becky seconded. The motion passed.
Board Insurance: As Mark was not on the call, this item was tabled.
Constitution & By-Laws: Jim reported the committee met and made some progress. He will reach out to Tyler, Chris and Becky to schedule another meeting.
Convention: Tyler reported the committee is meeting every Thursday evening. Currently, no location has been chosen. Some convention ideas include a possible hybrid convention and charging those convention attendees listening on ACB Media a nominal fee to be eligible for door prizes. Kristal suggested holding the convention at Boys Town as Outlook wants to charge ACBN $600. Kristal will further research Boys Town with Tyler to determine the logistical feasibility.
Barb proposed to have the meetings start 30-minutes earlier and last no longer than 90-minutes. Becky moved Barb’s proposal and Dale seconded. Motion passed.

Adjourn: Jim moved the meeting be adjourned. The meeting adjourned at 9:30p.m.
Respectfully submitted

Jim Jirak,

Secretary


