
American Council of the Blind of Nebraska
September 9 Meeting Minutes
President Kristal Platt called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. Present was Kristal, Tyler, Jim, Dale, Francie, Amber and Chris.
As the minutes were emailed out prior, Tyler moved and Francie seconded their approval as disseminated. The motion passed
Dale reported a checking account balance of $6,741.21. Our Bond Fund, as of September 6, contained 4,179.297 shares at $8.18 per totaling $34,186.65. Dale reported he needs a declaration to designate Francie & Dale as contact persons for Vanguard. Jim asked about an electronic signature for the declaration. Dale will confirm with Vanguard if that is allowed. Jim also asked if the state PO Box was going to be used. Dale said Vanguard does not allow PO Box usage. Tyler moved to have Dale and Francie represent ACBN’s interest with Vanguard. Chris seconded the motion. The motion passed. Tyler then moved and Francie seconded the overall treasurers report. The motion passed. 

Mark reported that he and Jim attended the national convention in Jacksonville, FL. One of the highlights was hearing from Scott Thornhill, ACB’s new executive director. He also reported Judge David Tatel was the banquet speaker and quite informative. Jim and Mark spoke about the many exhibits in the exhibit hall promoting AI technology. Tyler asked for comparisons between Omaha and Jacksonville. Jim reported the attendance was larger than Omaha but that Omaha was more enjoyable because of the vested interest as being a member of the host committee. Jim also indicated he wouldn’t mind ACB returning to Omaha.
As Kristal neglected to reach out as promised during the last board meeting, Chris has no update on at-large memberships. Kristal is suggesting she, Mark and Chris meet the first Wednesday of each month starting in October.
Tyler reported he was asked to chair the convention committee. Tyler will reach out to potential committee members by Friday. Tyler also believes we need Lincoln representation. Chris has agreed to serve on the convention committee. Tyler asked Dale to provide a dollar amount that we could comfortably spend for the event. Dale suggested we could possibly afford $2,000 in expenditures.
Kristal indicated that Mark will serve as membership committee chair, but has no update at this time.
Kristal reported she has been in contact with Trish from Blind Girl Designs and a gift card is doable. However, she hasn’t spoken with her to gain her perspective. As Mark, Jim and Amber were not present for the discussion in August, Jim believes any donation to the auction should reference the originating donor. Therefore, Jim moved to donate a Nebraska themed item with Chris seconding the motion. Dale then suggested donating one Nebraska item and one non-Nebraska specific. Hearing this, Jim withdrew his motion expanding on Dale’s motion that we donate two gift certificates valued at $30 each with one being designated Nebraska specific and one non-Nebraska specific. . Dale seconded the motion. Following discussion, the motion failed. Francie then moved to personally donate the value of one Nebraska specific shirt with the understanding ACBN donate a $60 gift certificate for a non-Nebraska specific item. Tyler seconded the motion, which passed, though not unanimously.

Kristal next asked how we can promote the “Ride into Sight” event. Dale asked when the event took place. Tyler indicated the date was August 2, 2025. Following a brief explanation of the event, Tyler agreed to email the board with specifics and how ACBN can possibly become involved.

As there was no other old or new business, the Next meeting will take place Monday, October 14 at 7:30p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Jim Jirak,

Secretary


