
March 21, 2025
Empowering Through AI: A Training for Assistive Technology Users and Professionals

Objective:
To train assistive technology users, trainers, and professionals in understanding and leveraging AI to enhance accessibility, promote services, and advocate for its ethical and inclusive use in education, employment, and daily life.

Key Details:
· Title: "Empowering Through AI: A Training for Assistive Technology Users and Professionals"

· Duration: 4 hours (with breaks and hands-on activities)

· Target Audience: Assistive technology users, trainers, professionals, and advocates

Session Outline:
1. Welcome and Overview (15 minutes)

· Introduction to the session objectives and agenda.

· Brief overview of AI and its transformative potential in assistive technology.

· Participant introductions and sharing of specific interests in AI.

2. Understanding AI for Assistive Technology (45 minutes)

· Strengths of AI:
· Pattern recognition, natural language processing, predictive analytics, and real-time adaptability.

· AI as a tool for improving accessibility in education, workplace environments, and personal independence.

· Weaknesses of AI:
· Dependence on training data, lack of contextual understanding, and potential biases.

· Challenges in privacy, reliability, and over-reliance on automated decisions.

· Interactive discussion: How AI is currently impacting accessibility.

3. Ethical Use of AI in Accessibility (30 minutes)

· Framework for ethical AI: Transparency, fairness, inclusivity, and accountability.

· Guidelines for responsible use of AI in assistive technology:

· Educating users about potential biases.

· Ensuring AI tools respect user privacy and data security.

· Building user confidence in making informed choices about AI solutions.

· Interactive exercise: Case studies in ethical AI use.

4. Hands-On Training with AI Tools (2 hours)

a. ChatGPT
· Capabilities:
· Personalized learning support, writing assistance, brainstorming ideas, and content summarization.

· Limitations:
· Reliance on input clarity, lack of contextual understanding, and hallucination of facts.

· Hands-On Exercise:
· Participants craft and refine prompts for ChatGPT to create accessible educational materials.

· Role-playing activity to simulate providing AI-based assistance to clients.

b. Microsoft Copilot
· Overview:
· Explanation of Copilot's integration with Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Teams).

· Showcase its ability to automate tasks, analyze data, and create accessible content.

· Use Cases for Accessibility:
· Word: Automating the creation of accessible documents and reports.

· Excel: Analyzing data and generating accessible charts and tables.

· PowerPoint: Assisting in designing presentations with inclusive design principles.

· Teams: Enhancing communication through real-time transcription and summarization.

· Hands-On Exercises:
· Word: Participants draft a report using Copilot to create headings, bulleted lists, and alt text for images.

· Excel: Analyze a dataset using Copilot, with a focus on creating accessible graphs and charts.

· PowerPoint: Build an inclusive presentation using Copilot to generate slides, suggest layouts, and apply accessible design principles.

· Teams: Practice enabling and using real-time transcription features to enhance communication.

c. iOS AI Features
· Key Features:
· ChatGPT.

· Visual intelligence: Use iPhone 16’s Camera Control to get relevant info from your physical environment to aid in mobility and environmental awareness.

· Writing Tools and Enhancements.

· Creating images through the use of language.

· Hands-On Exercise:
· Participants practice using iOS and AI-powered workflows to solve common accessibility challenges.

5. Advocating for AI in Education, Employment, and Daily Life (1 hour)

a. Education
· How AI can support inclusive learning: Adaptive content, tutoring tools, and accessibility enhancements.

· Advocacy tips for integrating AI into curricula and training programs.

b. Employment
· AI's role in the workplace: Improving productivity, supporting accessibility, and enhancing training.

· Advocacy strategies for encouraging employers to adopt AI tools that promote inclusion and accessibility.

c. Everyday Life
· Enhancing independence through AI-powered apps for navigation, communication, and task management.

· Advocacy for widespread adoption of accessible AI applications in public and private services.

· Interactive Activity:
· Participants draft an advocacy plan for promoting AI adoption in their chosen area (education, workplace, or public life).

6. Wrap-Up and Next Steps (30 minutes)

· Review of Key Learnings:
· AI strengths, weaknesses, and ethical use.

· Hands-on skills developed during the session.

· Advocacy approaches and actionable takeaways.

· Open Discussion:
· Q&A and participant feedback.

· Sharing success stories and ideas for future learning.

· Resources Provided:
· List of AI tools covered in the session.

· Links to further training materials, articles, and communities.

Key Takeaways for Participants:
· Practical skills in using AI tools like ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot, and iOS features.

· Understanding of the strengths and limitations of AI in accessibility contexts.

· Strategies for promoting ethical AI use and advocating for its adoption in education, employment, and daily life.

March 22, 2025
Introduction to AI: Empowering Everyday Experiences

Objective:
To provide a non-technical audience with a clear understanding of artificial intelligence (AI), alleviate common fears, and showcase how AI enhances daily life, particularly for individuals who are blind or low vision.

Key Details:
· Title: "Introduction to AI: Empowering Everyday Experiences"

· Duration: 60 minutes (including 10 minutes for Q&A)

· Target Audience: General public, non-technical individuals

Presentation Outline:
1. Welcome and Introduction (5 minutes)

· Define AI in simple terms:

· AI involves machines performing tasks that typically require human intelligence, such as recognizing speech or images.

· Address common misconceptions:

· AI is not self-aware or autonomous like depicted in science fiction.

· Emphasize that AI serves as a tool to assist and enhance human capabilities.

2. Understanding AI's Capabilities and Limitations (10 minutes)

· Capabilities:
· Pattern Recognition: AI can identify patterns in data, aiding in tasks like facial recognition.

· Language Processing: Enables applications like virtual assistants to understand and respond to human language.

· Automation: Streamlines repetitive tasks, increasing efficiency.

· Limitations:
· AI lacks human-like understanding and cannot comprehend context beyond its programming.

· It operates based on data and algorithms without consciousness or emotions.

3. AI in Everyday Applications: Live Demonstrations (30 minutes)

a. iPhone AI Features
· Highlight AI features in iOS 18:

· Enhanced usage of SIRI with ChatGPT integration.

· Visual intelligence: Use iPhone 16’s Camera Control to get relevant info from your physical environment to aid in mobility and environmental awareness.

· Writing Tools: Compose with ChatGPT. OpenAI’s assistant can draft original text from scratch inside any app. Apple’s writing tools let you ‘Describe your change’ for custom AI rewrites.

· Create images through the use of English prompts and descriptions.

· Streamlined access to AI-powered tools like Seeing AI and Be My Eyes.

B. Be My Eyes and Be My AI
· Be My Eyes: Connects visually impaired users with volunteers for assistance through live video calls.

· Be My AI: Utilizes AI to provide immediate visual assistance without human intervention.

C. AIRA
· Combines AI and human agents to assist visually impaired users with tasks like navigation and reading documents.

D. Seeing AI
· Describes text, objects, and people to assist visually impaired users in understanding their surroundings.

4. AI as an Equalizer: Leveling the Playing Field for Individuals with Disabilities (10 minutes)

· Enhancing Accessibility:
· AI-powered features enable greater independence for individuals with disabilities.

· Microsoft Copilot, ChatGPT, Google Gemini and others adding productivity and efficiency in education and employment.

· Promoting Inclusion:
· AI applications facilitate participation in activities that may have been challenging, fostering inclusivity.

· Real-World Impact:
· Share success stories of individuals who have benefited from AI accessibility features.

5. Interactive Q&A Session (10 minutes)

· Address audience questions and concerns.

· Encourage sharing of personal experiences with AI technologies.

· Provide resources for further exploration of AI applications.

Key Takeaways for the Audience:
· AI is a supportive tool designed to enhance daily life and promote inclusivity.

· ChatGPT’s integration with iOS 18 offers unparalleled conversational awareness and independence.

· AI-driven applications are instrumental in empowering individuals with disabilities, fostering a more inclusive society.

