
Proposed Bylaws

American Council of the Blind of Nebraska
Adopted October 18, 2025
Bylaw 1.0:  Board of Directors Duties 
1.1:  Duties of Officers

The duties of the officers of this organization shall be as follows:

1.2.1:  President

The President shall do his or her utmost in promoting the best interest of the organization, shall preside at all general meetings of the organization and perform all such other duties as are necessarily incumbent to said office. The President shall appoint the chairs of all standing and special committees except where otherwise provided in this constitution or the bylaws.

1.2.2:  Vice president

In the absence or incapacity of the President, the vice President shall perform all the duties of the President.

1.2.3:  Secretary

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all proceedings of the organization and shall maintain all such documents in a permanent form.  Draft board meeting minutes shall be distributed to Board members no less than five (5) days prior to the next board meeting together with a meeting announcement, containing the time and date of the meeting and meeting agenda as supplied by the President. The Secretary shall maintain a copy of all membership lists and other official records of the organization in a permanent form and shall work with the Treasurer to assure all lists are up to date.

1.2.4:  Treasurer

The Treasurer shall receive and safely keep all assets and money of the organization and shall pay the expenses of the organization when properly authorized and documented with supporting hard copy or electronic receipts. Said expenses shall be paid prior to the due date as specified on billing invoices. The Treasurer shall present a financial report at each Board of Director's meeting and at the annual membership meeting. The Treasurer shall also collect dues, and maintain a list of current members. The Treasurer shall be responsible for overseeing the preparation and submission of all Internal Revenue Service documents to maintain the organization’s not-for-profit status.  The Treasurer shall serve as Chair of the Finance and Budget Committee.

1.2.5:  Immediate past president

The Immediate Past President shall assist each officer as necessary in the fulfillment of their duties as may be needed. Should a vacancy in the position of immediate past president occur the most recent past president shall assume the position.

Bylaw 2.0: Classes of Membership.

2.1:  Members at large

Members at large are those individual members who are not members through a local chapter.

2.2: Affiliate members

Affiliate members are those members who are members of local chapter affiliates.

2.3: Life members

Life members are those who have tendered dues for a life membership in accordance with paragraph 3.2 of these bylaws.  Life members shall enjoy all rights and privileges granted to all organizational membership classes.

2.4: Junior members

Junior members are classified as  any person between the ages of ten (10) and seventeen (17) years. Junior members are non-voting members whether at large or joining as junior members of a local chapter.
Bylaw 3.0: Dues.

3.1: "At large" and organizational portion of affiliate dues

The organization’s "at large" dues and the dues amount to be remitted by any local chapter for each member shall be determined at the annual membership meeting payable on an annual basis.

3.2: Life membership

Life membership is available for a fee of three hundred dollars ($300.00), which may be paid over a period of three (3) consecutive years.  When conferred, a life member no longer has any dues obligation to the organization. The organization will remit such annual dues to the American Council of the Blind as may be applicable in each case in accordance with the constitution and/or bylaws.
Bylaw 4.0: Standing Committee's Duties and Responsibilities.

4.1: Advocacy and Legislative

The Advocacy and legislative committee shall:

(1) Develop the annual legislative agenda and advocacy plan;

(2) Review current legislative matters affecting the rights and/or interest of ACBN's members and engage in advocacy outreach on those matters;

(3) Provide information on legislation to the board, the organization’s membership and chapter legislative liaisons.

4.2: Constitution and Bylaws

The constitution and bylaws committee shall review, evaluate and propose amendments to the organization’s constitution and/or bylaws as deemed necessary for the effective governance of this organization.  Any proposed amendments shall be promulgated to the membership in accessible formats in accordance with Article 11 of the Constitution.

4.3: Convention

The convention committee shall arrange all aspects of the organization’s annual State Convention.

4.4: Nominating

A nominating committee shall be formed no less than thirty (30) days prior to the annual membership meeting, consisting of one person from each local chapter and the immediate past president, who shall serve as committee chair. The committee shall meet to review prospective candidates for positions as officers and shall, by majority vote, establish a slate of nominees to be presented to the membership at the beginning of elections at the annual meeting.  Candidates must either be present at the time of the election, or must have indicated in writing their willingness to serve. Persons who are candidates for an officer position are not barred from serving on the nominating committee; however, such persons shall recuse themselves from any discussions, debates, or votes on their nominations, and such recusal shall be expressly stated in the nominating committee's report.

4.5: eCommunications

The eCommunications Committee shall oversee the development , design, the implementation and continued maintenance of the organization’s website and social media presence. The committee will also identify and create, as necessary, email distribution lists to facilitate the organization's ongoing operations. 

4.6: Finance and Budget

The finance and budget committee shall provide financial oversight for the organization. Typical tasks include budgeting and financial planning, financial reporting, and the creation and monitoring of internal controls and accountability policies including, but not limited to:

(1) Developing an annual operating budget.

(2) Approving the budget within the finance committee.

(3) Monitoring adherence to the budget.

(4) Setting long-range financial goals along with funding strategies to achieve them.

(5) Developing multi-year operating budgets that integrate strategic plan objectives and initiatives.

(6) Presenting all financial goals and proposals to the board of directors for approval.

4.7: Fundraising

The fundraising committee shall develop and propose strategies for generating revenue for this organization.

4.8 Membership

The membership committee shall develop and recommend strategies for enhancing the organization’s membership. The membership committee shall oversee the distribution of membership renewal notices to all classes of members no later than November 1st of each year.

Bylaw 5.0: Amendments.

5.1: Amendments

Any proposed amendments to these bylaws shall be promulgated to the membership in accessible formats to all members at least thirty (30) days prior to the established date of the meeting at which such amendments are to be considered.  Any amendments to these bylaws shall be adopted upon a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting at the meeting at which their consideration occurs.

5.2:  Effective Date

Any amendments to these bylaws shall become effective immediately after the conclusion of the meeting at which they are adopted unless another time is specified in the motion to adopt or where the language of the amendment itself specifies another effective date or, by its terms, specifies that it becomes effective upon the occurrence of a future event or circumstance.

PROVISO

The adoption of these bylaws supersedes and replaces all other Bylaws previously adopted by this Organization. The Secretary, or person or persons responsible for preparing this document for presentation, publication, or distribution are hereby authorized to make such technical, editorial, and/or conforming changes as may be necessary without in any way changing the intent of the original wording contained herein.

EFFECTIVE DATE

These bylaws shall be effective as of the date they are adopted by the membership.


