American Council of the Blind of Nebraska 
Executive Board Meeting 
October 13, 2025, 7:30 pm

President Kristal Platt called the meeting to order at 7:34p.m. Present was Kristal, Katie, Jim, Dale, Amber and Mark.

As the minutes were emailed prior, Mark moved and Francie seconded the motion to approve the minutes as disseminated, which passed.

Dale reported a checking  account balance of $7,997.03; the Bond Fund has a balance of $17,095.72 having 2,194.573 shares at $7.79 per. Also one CD matures on December 28, 2025 and the other on June 28, 2026. Dale also reminded the board that both CD’s each totaled $10,000. Jim moved the approval of the report and Katie seconded the motion, which passed.

Committee Reports

Jim reported the convention committee last met October 8. As we are still in the early plenary stages, we have now unofficially added Pam Rademacher from NCBVI to the committee as she is able to assist with aspects of Friday morning’s potential employment seminar. Once this piece is further solidified, that will then determine further convention logistics. Our next meeting is October 15 at 8:00p.m.

On September 17, Jim emailed the proposed constitution & bylaws as required per Roberts Rules for the upcoming constitution convention October 18 at 10:00a.m. All constitutional amendments are being recommended as a due pass with the exception of proposed Article 10.3. Likewise, all proposed bylaws are being recommended as a due pass.

Dale had no report for the Budget and Finance Committee.

The membership committee discussed various membership and administrative matters including a directory project, newsletter changes, and committee assignments. They reviewed upcoming events and scheduling challenges, particularly focusing on conventions, shopping events, and the Christmas party, while also addressing volunteer coordination and prize distributions. The conversation ended with discussions about staff transitions, training centers, and event registrations, including Ski for Light arrangements and registration deadlines.

On behalf of Amber, Jim spoke with the Brooklin Center office. ACBN will be receiving 50% of the $1,030 raised during the Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk. Nancy advised that if we receive AMMS deposits electronically, so will we also receive these funds the same. She further advised that AMMS and Brenda Dillon funds would be deposited simultaneously, but did not advise a specific time frame.

We are still waiting for Dawn to return a phone call to close out the Pampered Chef fund raiser so Amber can purchase the agreed upon air frier for a raffle or auction item at the 2026 state convention.

The History Committee meeting began with personal updates before transitioning into discussions about recent deaths and historical figures within ACBN. We then focused on planning for upcoming events, including a 50th anniversary convention and various chapter activities, while also addressing document management and storage strategies. The conversation ended with discussions about historical memorabilia, upcoming logo decisions, and scheduling challenges for future meetings.

The grant writing committee has not met since its initial meeting in September. Kristal is suggesting the grant writing committee meet prior to the next meeting.

Katie reminded the board that she had made a motion that was tabled to donate money to BUS Across Nebraska. Katie moved to have donated $100. Dale seconded the motion. Following discussion, the motion passed, though not unanimous.

Kristal reminded the board that we will soon have a new logo. Some of the areas where the logo needs to be changed include, but are not limited to, ACBN website, Facebook Group, letterhead, email signatures, Nebraska page on acb.org, a possible Annette designed business card and Nebraska brochures. Some other possibilities include T-shirts, sweat shirts, table cloths and banners. Dale will secure pricing for a banner and report back in November. Jim committed to check on pricing of shirts once a logo was decided.

Kristal reported that Feztival of the Trees would take place November 25 at 10:00a.m. with the meet up point being the Snowflake Cafeteria, with the possibility of having Annette create an online registration form to collect payment in advance. Speak to Me zoom call is November 5at 7:00p.m.; and the shopping night is December 1 at 5:30p.m. Mark will assist in the facilitation process in Kristal’s absence. Kristal will coordinate volunteers.

Finally, Kristal reported an email was circulated to the board about potential government cuts to the Department of Education. She inquired as to whether Nebraska wished to sign on opposing the cuts. Mark moved and Katie second the motion, which passed.

With no other business coming before the body, Jim moved and Katie seconded the motion to adjourn at 8:55p.m., which passed. The next meeting is November 10 at 7:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Jim Jirak
Interim Secretary
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