American Council of the Blind of Nebraska 
Executive Board Meeting 
February 9, 2026, 7:30 pm

Call to order
The meeting was called to order by President, Kristal Platt.  
Roll call
 Members present included :  Katie Larson, Dale Oviatt, Francie Rebolloso, Chris Brennfoerder, Mark Bulger

Approval of Secretary minutes as distributed:  So moved by Mark and seconded by Francie.  The motion carried.  
Approval of treasurer’s report as distributed:  So moved by Chris and seconded by Francie.  Motion carried.  
Current Checking   $7,677.53
Bond Balance         $17,168.02   2,232.512  Shares at $7.69
C D `s     $10,000.   at  3.45%  matures  6-28-26
               $10,219.86  at  3.00%  matures  7-28-26

Discussion of 2025 members who have not paid 2026 dues and plans to reach out
Chris is aware that several individuals in Lincoln including Warren, Mary, and George plan to pay dues.  Chris needs to make arrangements to get their dues.   
In Omaha, Mark needs to reach out to Iris & Greg, Cindy White, and Nichole.  
Mark and Dale will compare their lists, and Mark will also reach out to individuals who were 2025 members and have not paid their 2026 dues.  
Committee Reports
1) 2026 Convention Committee Report by Jim Jirak 
Discussion of Zoom option
Registration info is up.  The Audio Darts person backed out.  Two exhibit registrations:  RTBS and NCECBVI and two participants:  Chris & Becky.  Still doing decoration planning.  Hotel is cashless.  We are using the 32 Auctions platform.  We need everyone to solicit gift cards, or there is no auction that would be successful.  
Annette can help put items up as YouTube videos
2. Constitution & By-Laws by Jim Jirak-
Please share the proposed language of the changes to the Constitution by striking the prohibition of alcohol amendment and the proposed policy.  Jim completed a draft document and forwarded to Chris and Amber for their review.
3. Finance Committee by Dale Oviatt-nothing new to report.
4. Budget Committee by Dale Oviatt-Annette is proposing her rate increase monthly to include her fees for developing the Convention materials to spread these costs across the year.   She proposes $120 per month.  Dale said this would be a help to us to have a constant fee expectation.  Chris moved $120 be paid to Annette per month, and Chris seconded.  Dale asked logistics.  There is time to make the change in Feb, so the increase would be effective immediately.  
5. Membership Committee by Katie Larson-report on 2/14 at-large meeting.  Katie has sent numerous texts and posted Facebook reminders.
6. Fundraising Committee by Amber Steet-nothing to report.
7. History Committee-Nothing new to report.
8. Grant writing committee:  Jim Jirak, George King, and Kristal Platt-Lisa has not had success in identifying funding sources.
Public Comment:  (Allow 2 minutes per participant)
Old Business:
1. Exhibit tablecloth by Dale.  Dale has two bids and will follow-up.  
2. Do we want to set up ordering t-shirts?  Kristal generated a list of questions.  As a reminder, Jim reported “the t-shirts will run roughly between $22-$24 per piece (10-24) or $18-$20 (25-50), depending on where and what size the logo is and the sweaters somewhere around $27-29 (10-24) and $24-$26 for 25 pieces or more. Jim reached out to his source for further clarification, but had not heard back before the meeting. 
3. Other items

New Business:
1. ACBN received an invite to visit the Lincoln center to discuss the upcoming convention-Mark, Amber, and Jim will identify a date.  
2. Introduction of a book club-this is a collaboration with RTBS and TBBS.  
3. Other items
Public Comment:  (Allow 2 minutes per participant)
Patti discussed the upcoming Egg Hunt.  She plans to attend and will reach out to Judy.  Dale also plans to attend.  Kristal already contributed items for ACBN to distribute.  

Adjourn:  So moved by Dale and Chris seconded.  Motion carried.
Next meeting: Monday, March 9, 2026            

Respectfully submitted by Kristal Platt acting as Recording Secretary
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