American Council of the Blind of Nebraska 
Board Minutes
January 12, 2026, 7:30 pm

President Kristal Platt called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. Present was Kristal, Katie, Jim, Dale, Chris, Francie and Mark. Patti was the only guest in attendance.

As the minutes were not previously emailed, Jim read the minutes from November. Chris moved and Katie seconded the motion for their approval, which passed.

Dale reported a checking account balance as of January 12 has a total of $8,131.14. Our bonds contain a balance of $17,062.00 as of December 31 having a total of 2,221.614 Shares at $7.68 per. CD #1  totals $10,219.86 at 3% and has a maturation date of July 28. CD #2 totals $10,000.00 at 3.45% and has a maturation date of June 28. Chris moved and Katie seconded the approval of the report, which passed.

The convention committee continues to meet to plan the upcoming state convention scheduled for April 17 & 18.

The committee reviewed the exhibit letter and exhibit registration fees given ACBN’s potential out of pocket expenses and unanimously agreed to leave things as originally decided. Exhibitors will be charged $30 for Friday and $30 for Saturday. For exhibitors wishing to exhibit both days, they will be charged $45. For exhibitors wishing to partake of the Friday and Saturday lunch and the Saturday evening banquet, the lunch charge is $25 per day and the banquet is $70. ACBN member registration is currently set at $50 for the Friday morning employment seminar. Members wishing to attend the Friday afternoon and all day Saturday program is set at $100. For those members wishing to attend all day Friday and all day Saturday, we are charging $140. It should also be pointed out that NCBVI is contracting with Michael Dalto to discuss how employment effects Social Security Benefits. This presentation is scheduled for 10:00a.m – 12:00p.m. Friday, April 17. And soon after the most recent convention committee meeting, , Annette was provided the exhibit information for uploading. The job is complete and Jim is currently testing the form submission and payment process to ensure its functionality.

Following the report, Dale expressed concern about the out of pocket expense and strongly advocated to change the exhibit registration fee to $45 per day and made a motion to that effect. The motion died for lack of a second.

While the constitution & bylaws were voted on, passed and uploaded to the website, because of the alcohol prohibition, we are still out of compliance with ACB. As it was reported in November, John McCann suggested that the alcohol prohibition needs to be removed from the constitution as it is defined more as a potential policy than a constitutional amendment. Given Article 7.2 of the constitution outlines procedures for special meetings, Article 7.2 is vague in procedure implementation. The constitution & bylaws committee will be proposing specific steps needed to be taken to request special meetings and the timeline for which the meeting must occur.

Following the report, Kristal sought clarification on the intent on Article 7.2’s proposed submitted changes. Jim explained the intent was to provide an outline by which special meetings had to be requested and executed. He also expressed concern about handling the issue during the April business meeting and strongly encouraged it be resolved prior. Jim also advised because of the alcohol prohibition, he pulled his MMS funding from Nebraska and would consider reinstating it once the issue was properly dealt with as previously outlined by John McCann.

Dale had no report to submit with regard to the Budget & Finance Committee.

Katie reported the January 10 At Large Membership meeting went well. Cindy Hollis & Don Wirth presented. Cindy talked about how the community calls began while Don Wirth talked about the Across Iowa structure and its origination. The next meeting is February 14 at 10:00a.m.

Given Amber’s absence, Jim reported for the fund raising committee that There is nothing new to report.

Dale had no report to provide on the new logo, T-shirts, etc. He, however, will have something for the February meeting. Jim reported the t-shirts will run roughly between $22-$24 per piece (10-24) or $18-$20 (25-50), depending on where and what size the logo is and the sweaters somewhere around $27-29 (10-24) and $24-$26 for 25 pieces or more. **Note: After the meeting, Jim learned there is no setup fee and shipping  is no more than $30.)**
Next, it was reported that Pat Tussing contacted Kristal regarding a possible donation for the Interstate Auction. Kristal reported she had donated some items on behalf of ACBN.

With no other business coming before the body, Jim moved and Chris seconded the motion to have the meeting adjourn at 9:04p.m. The motion passed.

Respectfully submitted

Jim Jirak,
Interim Secretary
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